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suit from a waiter. The waistcoat did not fit,
so he replaced it by a sash. When they took their
seats, they found they were the only two occu-
pants so attired !
Hardie was surprised by the stir which his
cloth cap and tweed suit occasioned. Had a soft
felt hat, which his wife ordered for him, arrived
in time, he would have worn that, and there
would have been no comments. What prompted
the comments he well understood. He was
known already as a man who resented patronage ;
as one who did not intend to be kept quiet by
social recognition, nor even by a minor Govern-
ment office. Therefore his cap was regarded
as a portent of change, and rightly so regarded.
When he saw that it had become, as it were,
his trade mark or, varying the metaphor, his
oriflamme,1 he decided to make the most of it.
He had something of the showman in his tempera-
ment. He was inclined, too, to wear what he
thought becoming or impressive. His costume
was always the result of forethought, never of
chance. His " deerstalker " cap proclaimed him
as the first truly representative Labour member
of Parliament. He was the first leader of the
masses to say, as Eugene Debs said in the United
States : " When I rise, it will not be from the
people, but with the people." He was the first
to teach the masses that their interests would
not be served by either Conservative or Liberal
1 " Anything material or ideal serving as rallying-point in
struggle," Concise Oxford Dictionary.